Bourbonnais — Will County, Ill. - 9th Jan./53. 


To the Honorable Skuyler, Pres., I. C. R. R. Co. 

Honorable Sir, 

Though I have not yet had the honour of being introduced to you, I take 
the liberty of addressing you a few words on a subject \diich will have a great 
influence on the future destinies of these places. 

You are probably aware that since a few years, there is a great immigra¬ 
tion of the French Canadian people to the United States: More than 20,000 
families of this people have already immigrated. 

I am endeavoring, since a year, with a pretty good success, to direct the 
tide of the immigration toward the east prairies of Illinois through which your 
line of railroad passes. 

But better to attain that object, I must raise some public institution 
for the education of the youth, which would be the strodest inducement to the 
future immigrants to fix here there homes. 

Though without any pecuniary means for such a task, relying on Holy 
Providence, I have begun the work with the small contributions of the poor 
immigrants. But the gentlemen who have the good fortune to be better acquainted 
with the members of the honorable company over whom you preside, have assured 
me you would be kind enough to come to the help of an undertaking which will 
turn to the advantage of both the immigrants and your honorable company, by in¬ 
creasing the value of your surrounding ldnds. 

Relying then on your liberality and your well known desire of promoting 
the public good, I earnestly and humbly request you to make use of your influ¬ 
ence to obtain from the honorable Illinois Central Railroad Company the grant 
to my people of Mount Langan, Iroquois County, the part of 14th Sec., Town. 

29 - H. R. 12 West, which is your property. 

That section is about 12 miles east of the line of your railroad, and the 
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honorable company has taken only the half of it, the other half being very 
low prairies. 

The grant of that half section for the object I have the honor to mention 
to you, would, before a couple of years, bring a strong population to these 
vaet though yet uncultivated prairies and would considerably increase the busi¬ 
ness on your railroad and augment the value and facilitate the selling of your 
lands. 

Hoping for a favorable answer from you, I have. Honorable Sir, the honor 
to be your most devoted servant, 

(s) C. Chiniquy 

Catholic Missionary of 

Bourbonnais - ^ill County 

and Mount Langan, Iroquois County. 

This letter was sent to me with a request that I would read it and for¬ 
ward to you. I can only say in reference to it that I have frequently heard 
that the writer was exerting great influence among the French population and 
was doing much good in the temperance cause. He has been the means of start¬ 
ing several French settlements in Illinois. 

Yours truly, 

(s) H. B. Mason 
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